


SPAIN AGAIN o
FOR A REVOLUTIONARY SOLUTION

Spain 1s seething with discontent: The collapse of the Fran-
co regime is at last a distinet possibility. It has been
woakened by the accumulated bitterness of the dewn=-tredden
workers that exploded in the numerous and widespread heroie
strikes of the Asturilan miners and tens of thousaends of other
workers as well as the militant student demonstrators.

Most of the clergy, the bankers, industrialists, and big
landowners, important sections of the middle class and even
some members of the Falange (the fascist party) are now con-
vinced that the aging Caudillo and his regime are on the way
out. These forces have been the basis of the Franeo Govern-
ment. But the besses are afraid that the workers, far from
being satisfied with minor oconcessions will chase them out
and run the industrles themselves. They cannot forget that
the strikes of the Asturian workers in 1934 was the overture
to the Spanish Revolution of 1936 and the expropriation of
the industries and the land.

The ruling classes are faced with three problems: firstly,
howto confine the revolutionary fervor of the workers to the
simple ousting of Franso; secondly, how to neutralize the
influence of the revolutionary labor movement over the masses
by making minimum concessions to the "lower" glasses, while
still retaining their economic and political power; and
thirdly, how to modernize Spanish capitalism and prepare
Spain for entry into the European Common Market.

The purpose of the Munich Conference of June 1962 was to find
acceptable solutions to these problems. It was attended by
45 representatives of the opposition inside Spain and 38
from Spanish organizaetions in exile. The Communists were
excluded. The CNT (Anarcho-Syndicalist labor movement), the
UGT (Socialist labor federation) and the STV (Basque labor
unions), were not offlcially represented.

The conference reflected almost the whole spectrum of the
opposition: Republicans, Liberals, Soelalists of right, left
and center, Basque Nationalists and several other Catholie
tendencies and Monarchists as well as minor groups and un-
affiliated individuals. Among the prominent delegates were
Salvador Madariaga, former Republican Ambassador to the
United States, Julian Gorkin (a former leader of the P.0.U.M.
and veteran anti-Faselst, who helped organize the con-
ference), Dionisio Ridruejo, ex-fascist and former propaganda
chief of the Falange Party and, last but not least--GIL '
ROBLES. The latter was Minister of War when the Spanish Re-
public--which the nsonference 1s now trying to restore--
crushed the Revolutlonary strike of the Asturian miners 1in
October 1934. Then, from the War Ministry, together with
Franco, other army officers, the monarchists, the fascists
of Falange and the Roman Catholig hierarchy, he “helped to




prepars the military assault which precipitated the Spanish
Civil War in 1936.

The sentiment of the Munieh conference was best summarized
by the ex-leftist Gorkin and the ex-fasecist Ridrue jo, who
were the main speakers at a meeting and banquet in New Yerk
(Espana Libre, Spanish Republican paper reported their spee-
ohes 1in its 1ssue of Nov. 2, 1962).

"Gorkin emphasized that the Munich gathering was a vital tur-
ning peint in that it brought together Anti-Fransco elements
of the Right and Left which hitherto had gone their separate
ways, buE which are now working in unity for their sommon
goal----

Espena Libre quotes Ridruejo: "I do not believe that Franco
can be overthrown by mobilizing (only) the Spanish Left. The
bourgeoisie, the Church, and the Army have to be shown con-
clusively that nobody .ks trying to destroy them. When that
is done, they will help to build a platform of freedom---"

Most of the intelligent active forces of the Spanish Right
realize that the aging caudillo and his regime cannot last
mich longer. The masses are in motion and mist be prevent-
. ed from seeking their own solution to the impasse. Sinoe
a revolution could, and would "destroy them", these forces
of the Right are hopeful of liquidating the revolutionary
possibilities in advance gnd "builld the platform of free-
dom" on the graves of the revolutionists. This is exactly
what they did before, during and after the Civil War !
This time, they count on the assistance of the politisians
of the so-called Left.

At Munich a past wes signed containing the following provi-
slons: 1. Civil War (by which they mean revolution) must be
avoided. 2. The transition from Franso must be accomplished

by establishing a temporary government without specifiec insti-
tutional form 3, The form of the permanent government will

' be determined by the people when elections are held 4. Spain
'must be integrated into the Western blec and into the Eure-
pean Common Market.

Thés "transitional" regime 1s envisioned as a nlass-collabora-
tionist coalition government of both the Right and the "Left"
groups. It will include the workers and their employers,

the landlords and the pessants, the Church and the atheists,
The rulers and the ruled will live in the same house, with
the government on top to keep peace in the family. The ele-
ments that control the "transitienal" government will of
course manage to dominate the "permanent" government. This
is a device to snuff out the revolutionary labor movement
BEFORE it re-organizes itself for the overthrow of capitalism.
The new government will be composed of the same classes who
dominated the Republic prior to the February elections of
1936. If allowed to slide into power, it will, like the for-
mer Republie, try to erush the Revolutionary movement and
pave the way for a "Right" or "Left" totalitarian dictator-
ship. The Munich pact 18 the United Front of the sounter-
revolution.

There can be no effective unity between the exploited and
the tollers because their basic class interests conflict.
The Republiec of 1936 was impotent. Tt could not satisfy the
demand of the oppressed workers and peasants for economic
and soelal justice. There 1s no resson to believe that the
projected new Republic will be sble to do so. The Muniech
pregram does not go mch beyond the overthrow of Franco. At
best, 1t would modernize and demoeratise Francoism.

The abyss that separates the soclal classes sannot be bridged
by a few superficial reforms. 1In collaborating with the ex
ploiting classes the workers would perpetuate their own sla-
very. In endorsing or joining the projented "transitional",

or any other government, the labor movement would capitulate
without a battle and voluntarily surrender its strongest revo-.
lutionary positions to the State and the capitalist class.

This would guarantee its defeat.

It was this that happened when the opportunist leadership of
the National Confederation of Laber (CNT) joined the Govern-
ment during the Spanish Civil War., Today some of them are
agaln toying with the same 1dea., Then as now, they falled
to understand that the fight against Fascism mst be also a
struggle for the overthrow of the social classes that brought
it to power. The fight against Fasaism and the struggle for
the soclal revolution cannot artificially be sepsrated., ILi-
bertarians do not help governments to greb power! Anarchists
do not postpone the social revoluticn to seccommodate their
own enemies!

This opportunistic class collaborationist faoction of the CNT
has learned nothing from the tragic mistakes of the past.
Together with the soclal-democratic leaders of the General
Union of Workers (UGT), some ex-snarchists of the CNT have
agreed to help the establishment of the proposed "transitio-
nal" government. 1In October 1962 the "Labor Allisnse of
Spain" was established with UST, CNT and Basque Catholic
unign particlipation. A statement was issued which says in
part:
"The Labor Allianne of Spain will promote through
qﬂ' this anti-Franco front, the plan to substitute the
present reglme by a provisional regime which will
administer the affairs of the nation for a pre=de-
termined period and will arrange a consultation
with the Spanish people, within the maximm demo-
oratic gmarantees so that they may select the futurs
governmental Institutions of the country,"

Thls annoyed but did not surprise those who were acquainted
wlth the internal history of the CNT. Collaborationism has
plagued the organization ever since its inception. After the
Civil Wer a split took place betwsen the opportunistic mi-
nority and the authentic CNT embracing the overwhelming
majority who stood by the prinecinles of the organization as
repeatedly expressed in its official declarstions and
policy statements.

A few years ago the sollaborationist fection returned to
the CNT on the understanding that they would abide by its



i » with the capitallsts
rinsiples. In agreeing to collaborate w e
gnd support a transitional government, they have again re
nounned these principles.

£

the Spanish libertarians should accept the present pos

ifon of Ehe collaborationist faetion, the Spanish workari

would be left without a revolutionary movement representing
their inserests. A vacuum would exist whish would favor

the machinations of the Comminists. The latter, who have
already been rebuffed by all other political and soslal for-
ces--of both "left" and "Tight'--would then be in an excel-

lent positicn to pose as an independent end revolutionary force,

mst olarify its own positiocn, re-state 1its prinel-
g?:s?NEnd make cleag to the workers that 1t has no connect%on
whatever with these opportunists who pretend to speak in 1ts
name. It must tell the workers that the oollaboration}sts
have in effect jolned a united front of counter—revoluuiog
by joining with the bourgeols republicans and soclalists in
a bloc with the Right.

H s always been willing te nooperate with the Eank
Egg gﬁzehaorkersyof the UGT and other unions for specifiec, ol
clearly understood objectives, A "united front in the strez s
has elways been in corder. It cannot now enter into any pacts
with the politicians or with any politiecal partye.

The Munish nsounter-revolutionists abetted by the UGT-sccla-
igztg and the collaborationist elements in the CNT are pre- ‘
pared tc take power when Franco falls., The Communist ?artyh
is preparing for this eventuality. It knows that the Muni;
program cannot satisfy the needs of the masses, It 1s trying
te infiltrate the opposition to win over the workers. The
vast resources of iis powerfnul internetional apparatus are
being nsed to fortify the party ln Spain. Spanish la?guage
radic broadnasts from Prague bombard the people with C.P.
propaganda. Castro is glorified and the peovle are urged to
follow his exemple. This is not mere speculation. The sen-
timent for a Castro-type "revolution" in Latin America may
very well be dupllicated in Spain.

The new generation that has grown up under Franco d4id not live
through g; revoluticnary experience of 1936 and the Civil

War. It 414 not experience the commnist counter-revolu-
tion in Republican Spalin after 1936. It has had little di-
reet nontact with the libertarian movement. The TIberian
Anarnhist Federation (FAI) is not really known to most of
todaey's Spanish youth. WNevertheless anarcho-syndicglism has
deep roots in Spain and sentlment for the movement 1s still

strong in large sections of the populaetion. If these masses
mistake the collgborationists' policies for those of the resl
CNT, our movement will suffer irreparably.

Spanish libertarians are faced with two counter-revolutionary
threats=--the Cormunist Party, and the Munich bloc., To over=-
come these threats they mist reorganize the revolutionary
labar movement in accord with its original principles. The
first step in this direction 1s to categorically disavow the
collaborationists and to reconstitute the FAT as the active
ideological vanguard of revelutionary Spain.

COMMENTS FROM THE SPANISH LIBERTARIAN PRESS

g
By Cayetano Zaplana in ESPOIR, September 29, 1962

For some time now and especially since the recent strikes in
Spain and the gathering in Munich, there has been an attempt
to create a climate of "oollaboration" for the "liberation"
of our native land. We of the CNT cannot, nor should we ever
forget what "collaborationism" has already cost us on two
previous occasions., It is unthinkable that we should gratify
our enemies by repeating the same stupidity for e third tims.

During the tragic and glorious days of our war, the CNT first
abandeoned its basic prineiples. All that was best in our
movement, nationally and internationally, spoke out egainst
this policy. Those who took the anti-aollgborationist posi-
tion understood that the first capitulation would be followed
by others, compromising all that had been won over so many
years, both in Spain and gbroad.

These protests against the collaboration went unheeded. The
organization continued its poliey with successive capitula-
tions, humiliations end shame., Onee on the downgrade nothing
could halt our plunge into the abyss,

Everything was "justified." Our organization which had at
first been the prime motor force of the struggle and master
of the situation allowed itself to be transformed into a wai~
ling wall. We wailed over the murder of our corrades by the
traltors in the service of Moscow. We wailed over the lack
of "eonsideration" shown to our armed forces, our ccllectives,
our publications and our organization. Finally, amid fur-
ther walls, we quaffed the hemlock of humiliation..e...

As though the events of the past- had taught us nothing we
again 1n 1945 wanted to "save" our country through another
attempt at sollaboration. (Edit. Note: Brief participation
in the Republican Govt. in exile). Seventeen years have
passed since 1945 and faseism still rules in Spaineeee

Let us not heed those who now speak of the "necessity" of a



policy of collaboration besause "circumstances” meke it ad-
visgble. Our organization must not saarifige principles to
& dubious expediency. To justify its existense 1t must fol-
low @ straight and. clear line of conducte...

We cannot afford to once again trip over the same stone,
thereby losing the respeot and confidence of the Spanish peo-
Ple and of the best elements of our movements abroad. We

mst not give up the future te which we have always aspired....

IX
Editorial in LE COMBAT SYNDICALISTE, July 26, 1962

®o0evocvee

We must not restore the Republic--We sre not interested in
building eny government, however 1liberal it mEy appesr....
The Republic will be erscted by the politisigns. They don't
need our help, nor should we offer it, mich less join them...
We must concentrate our efforts on overthrowing Franco. This
is the natural 1limit for any alllance. After that the
Republicans will probably put us in Jall, as they have
done in the past....

I11
Leaflet of the "Priends of Durruti} July 1962

eseoIn the columns of EL AMIGO DEL PUEBLO we have stated that 1
the Spanish reactionaries want to get rid of Franso lest the
impending vertisal wollapse of his regime carry them all to
destruction with it. This thesis of ours has been sonfirmed

by the meeting in Munish where the participants all agreed to 4
renounce violent solutions so that the new set-up may be

reached gently and with silk gloves. Of sourse they said no-
thing of the fact that the firing squads will funection

against us--the revolutionary workers who will fight to the

death agalnst any counter-revolutionary attempt to frustrate

the demands of the working class.

The Munich gathering was a conclave of counter-revolutionists.
It gave Gil Robles the chance to say--in an interview pub-
lished in LE MONDE of Paris--that the Munich conference fa-
vored an evolutionary process in Spain in order to prevent

a revolution. The gentlemen of Muninh adopted the nurrent
policies of Spanish reaction. They want to install another
butcher in Franco's place who will be capable of keeping the
people of Spain under controle...

The two months of strikes by thousands of workers throughout
Spaln surprised gll who hed thought dead the proverbial spirit
of rebellion of our people. The Spanish students have also
been magnificent in their aetions of solidarity with their
brothers--the workers., Now 1s the opportune time to cement

a Workers and Students Alliance for the specifie purpose of
carrying out a revolutionary general strike throughout the

country. This gould sweep away not only the Franco regime
but the whole of Spanish reastion over the heads of the soun-
ter-revolutionists of Munish....

The Spanish emigration and especially the men of the CNT and
of the UGT in exile have the duty of joining unconditionally
in the preparation of a new revolutionary movement. There

can be no doubt that if we truly set ourselves %o it, the wor-
kers and students can win their objestives, ocan bring liberty
to the Spanish people.

v

Report of the Intercontinental Conferensce of the Spanish Li-
bertarian Movement in Exile, April, 1947

ossUnder no oircumstances can the Libertarian Movement en-
dorse or take part in any Government., Principles and tactics
mist eoincide. It would be a disastrous error for the Anar-
chists to collaborate, even temporarily, with "transitional®
governments, or lose their identity by immersing themselves
in authoritarian organizations....

LAUGHTER IN COURT

So, there are 25 or so of us CORE-type charasters sitting
around in Criminal Court. 19 defendants and a handful of
pals. Very bored waliting for our names to be called--we've
been walting and adjourning and adjourning and waiting for
days. Mostly there's no diversion; the court grinds out rou-
tine stuff, you can hardly hear it anyway, you just stretch
and wiggle and wailt.

But then a case comes up for trial, and for once everyone is
audible up front. And as it goes on we all get interested and
the whispers and mutters stop, and then even the back rows can
hear everything.

It seems there was thls slight young bearded cat in Harlem who
went to the movies with his wife. And then they took a bus
home, and got off opposite their apt. on Amsterdam Ave. And
wifie remembered they needed something from the corner drug-
store. She went upstairs to send the baby-sitter home and
change the baby and he went to buy the item. And she handed
him a buck to get it with.

Now there were two big beefy plain-nlothes fuzz hanging around,
and they saw the bill change hands, and the guy go to the
druggle, and they said eha, Numbers! So when the guy gets
back to the sidewalk they drag him into a hallway, whish hap-
pens to be his own hallway, and he resists plenty. They have
to have help from a uniformed cop to get him handouffed (and
our boy has to go to the hospital to have his wrist fixed even
before he shows up in Night Court).

(CONTINUED ON P. 25)



° AMERICA’S “FREE LABOR MOVEMENT”

and the WELFARE STATE

In the propaganda war vetween the two great vower blocs, the
apolozists for the demccratlic countries polnt out ?ha greager
freedor for the people on their side of the "Iron Curtain,
where there are more civil libertles, greater freedom of move -~

ment and more freedom for voluntary orgsnizatlons.

One of the favorite examples 1s the free American labor move-
ment end its right to strike. We sgree thati those freedoms
whiech do exist are important and should not be minimized.
They are the result of many years of struggle and should"be
treasured and extended, defended and preserved. In the "Iron
Gurtatn" countries, there are no labor unions, in any serious
meaning of that term.. There are no independent working class
organizations, administered by thelr members, for tpe parpose
of defending thelr lnterests through the use of their econo-
mi¢ power.

Comparad %0 the "labor unions" in the "Iron Curtain' coun=
tries, the Amerisan labor organizations still retain a rela-
tive measure of freedom. However, these remaining freedoms
are being wnittled away at an alarming rate. Thls concerns
not only union members but all whe believe that voluntary
organizations free of government control are essentlal
to freedom.

The process by which the modern union movement has lost 1ts
indspendence began with the Wagner Labor Relations Aet in the
thirties. Among other provisions, the Wagner Aat gave the
government the legal right to conduct and certify an election
ameng worksrs as to which union, 1f any, should represent
them. The government can compel both the union end the em-
ployer to abide by the results of the election. The workers
shortsightedly hailed the act as a boon to labor. They dig
not realize that the Wagner Act was a preliminary step to-
wards the control of the labor movement by the government.

Then came the infamous Taft-Hartley law whish forced unions

in strategisc industries to postpone strikes for €0 days.

This violated the right of ths workers to strike when they
thought it necessary. Effective strike actlion was curtalled
by restrictions on sich actlens of solidarity as the "secon-
dary boycott" and on ploketing. The provision which called
for the signing of the "Non-Comminist Affidavit" establishead
even wider governmental rower over the laber organizatlons.
The goverrment now had the right te discriminete sgalnst any
unicn, 4f 1t objected to its soniml views or i1deolegy. A few
labor unions, such as the Industrial Workers of the World, the
International Typographical Union and the United Nineworkers
of Amerlica saw the dangerous trend. They refused to sign the
"Son-Cemmunist Affidavit.” They insisted that the lsbor move-
ment could deal with 1ts enemies and take care of 1ts own
affairs without outside interference. They regarded govern=-
ment regulation as a greater evil than the abuses 1t preten-
ded to correct. In doing this, these unions were behaving in
accordance with the better traditions of Ameriecen Labor.

(i1

Although John L. Lewis ruled the United }Mlne Workers with an
iron hand, was guilty of class-collaboration with the bosses,
and committed cther unethlcal aots against his own member-
ship, we must glve the devil his due. At the 1947 convention
of the A.F. of L. in San Francissc he urged the unions to
defy the law by refusing to sign the affidevit. He regarded
the Taft-Hartley law as an Iinstrument by whish the zovern-
ment would finally strangle the labor mevement. When the
convenlion refused to meet the challenge, Lewls thundered:

"Is 1t true that the leaders of ovr movement are to be
the first of our mighty host of eight mlllion members

to put their tails between their legs and run like ora-
vens before the threat of the Taft-Hartley bill? I am
reminded of the bibliecal parable, 'Lions led by Asses.'"

The Landrum-Griffin Act cerried the practice of Govern-
ment regulation of the unions even further. It regulates
every activity from the smallest losal to the highest
national level. An-army of Government inspectors look
into finances, insurence, election of officials, hiTing
halls and the grievances of menbers. To 11lustrate, the
secretary of a small local union nsomplained :

"Bafore I used to worry about keeping the books for the
losal and the report to the Natiocnal Offise of the
union. ©Now, I have to keep renords to show the inspec-
tor when he cocmes sround. It used to be that a member
who could keep books was elented searetary. Now he has
to be a bookkeeper, acrcountant and labor lawyer all st
the same time. I'm working for the government without
pay. It's getting so that we spcnd more money on law-

yers and other ple-card artists than on real unicn
business."

The elestion of Kennedy as President, with the help of the
brain-washed workers, pave the State sonfidence that it aoculd
even further extend its contrecl over the labor organizations.
The Administration bases its labor poliecy on its cold war
strategy. It knows that war may break out at any time. The
country must be prepared by placing itself on a war-time foo-
ting WO%. The goverament mist regulate, "temporarily" of
course, the main economiec relaticns in society. No fristion
between cpposing interests can be allowed to develop. Wages
and prices mist be regulated. The Administraiion has already
declared that shorter hours are not "in the publin interest,"”
that wages and prices must not exceed the levele set by the
government. In effect, the workers are told, "This much may
you ask for and no more." This poliey was put into effect

in the steel nontraect agreement of 1962. The wage 1ncrease
was within the limit set by the Government. It ordered the
steel rcrporations not to raise the price of steel. When the
U.S. Steel €o. violated the agreement 1t was threatened with
economle penaltles by the government. If the Steelworkers
union had likewlse shown defianse, it too would have been dis-
ciplined. The provisions of the eontract, and the drawing up
of the agreement were, in the main, the work of the then Sen-
retary of Labor, Arthur Goldberg.
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S.W,
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Rusx Rosh.
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SECRET BRINKMANSHIP o
5P  Or “DEMOCRACY" IN PracTICE (f5R

The srisis of Ontober 1962 over Russian nuclesr missiles 1n
Cuba almest angulfed mankind in a nu~lear warthat might well
have meant the desiruetion of clvilization. Jares Raston,
chief Washington political analyst of the N.Y. Times in a

dispateh (Cct. 26, 1962) tells how the impertant denisions
were made in Washington:

oS
H

"The President A1d not assemble the National Seaurity
or the Cabinet into formal sessien to Aebate the sc-
lestive blockade of Cuba. He Adiscussed 1t perscnally
wlth some menmbers of his Cabinet and staff, made np
his mind, and then called them into fermal sessien to
tell them what he had dercided to de....He let the So-
viet Forelgn Minister leave the White House without a
hint of what was coming and announced the bloakade on
the television....Similarly, he ralled in the Congres -
sicnal Leaders two nours before the announnement an
teld them what hs was going to do....When he asked for
their opinions, Senator Kinhard Russell-~Chairman of
the Armed.Servines Conmittee cpoke up (disagreeling
with Kennedy)., The President answered...'you didn't
have the respensibility of anting'...Also the rresi-
dent Aidn't really consult the Latin Amerfcan or the
North American allies....The denisicon preneeded the
consultation..,.many diplomats within the ailiance
think 1t was wrong te aonfront Khrushehev publiely with
the choise of fighting or withdrawing, sinee \the senu-
rity of other unconsulted nations was involved..,.
Misinformation given to the press sbeut the Soviet
bulldup ecarried over inte the present, left doubt
about what is or is not true,"

—

All this supports Reston'

5 extremely signifinsant observation
thats

"This, of course, is normsl under,..any kind of diplow
macy. The first ocasualty of every international (and
We may add Adomestie) orisis is truth, It becomes pa-
triotie to mislead the enemy (and, it woulnd seem, the
American people) by evasion, distortion and outright

falsehood.,,," (emphasis and remarks in parenthe-
ses are ours),

The storm of controversy, as to who precipiteted the near ca-
tastrophe will aontinue indefinitely. Some blame President
Kennedy, others Premier Khrushehev, and still vthers blame
both. This way of assessing the sltuation is too superfi-
cial. The matter gues Adeeper than the question of Cuba whouse
pecple are the vieotims of cold War strategy. It goes deeper
than even the Cold War or war itself, i

Vany a thinking, sensitive person mst
"How dves 1t ncme about that twe people
nedy, should have the power to aeaide t
It 1s generally understoon that the

have asked himself,

s> Khrushehev and Xen-
he fate of mankind?"
greatest evil of totali-



® The Libertarian Bookshelf

tarian systems (whatever mask they may wear) is that deoi-

sions affecting the welfare and the life of all the people sare P. O. Box 261 Cooper Station
made by a few men at the top. Granting that there are more New York 3. N. Y.
freedoms in a demooracy, the faet that this basic evil of !
distatorship can be re-enscted here, where the State is sup-
posed to be the servant and not the master of the people,
indicates an essential simllarity between the systems.
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But who will undo the damage done by the unsatisfactory legis-
lators? During their term of office the lawmakers and the

law enforcers exert almost absolute power. They rcan commit
every legalized crime: squander the people's money, dsplete
natural resources, practice favoritism, censor the press,
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THE SPANISH REVOLUTION

is again on the order of the day.
The literature department of the Libertarian League has
a number of pamphlets and several excellent books that
are indispensible to an understasnding of the background
and antecedents of the current upsurge that threatens
to overthrow the Franco dictatorship. We especially re-
commend the following 3

THE SPANISH LABYRINTH, an Account of the Social and
Political Background of the Spanish Civil War

( Gerald Brenan ) sceeccsccee 084 PPe sials 818008 0 B 0 010 $1095
THE GRAND CAMOUFLAGE, the Communist Conspiracy in the
Spanish Civil War ( Burnett Bolloten )

A new book -~ 1961 sesesecece O350 PPe ccoecvscocce *5:00
HOMAGE TO CATALONIA (George Orwell) ... 232 pp. o $1.25

LESSONS OF THE SPANISH REVOLUTION ( V. RICHARDS )
A oritiecism of the Anarchist Role eoc 154 DPDe ose $1.00

SPAIN, THE REVOLUTION OF 1936 o
(Anarohy NOe5 = July 1961) essesco 0L PPe cscescee $ 25

THE TRUTH ABOUT SPAIN (Rudolph Rooker) ... 16 pp. $ .15
THE TRAGEDY OF SPAIN (Rudolph Rocker) .ee. 48 pp. $ .10

REVOLUTIONARY MOVEMENT IN SPAIN (Dasher) 24 pps. $ .10
SPAIN (Ag‘ustin Souohy) 0606000000000 0309@8p00000 s .15
THE TRAGIC WEEK IN MAY (Agustin Souchy) .. 48 pp $ .15

CUBA ®

FOR AN END TO MUDDLED THINKING

It was to be expected that the Cuban revelution, like sall so-
cial upheavals, should generate controversy and confusion.

Neo cne is, or nan be, entirely free from emctional bilas, but
1t 1s still necessary tco separate wishful thinking from ob-
jective facts, and ineidental occurrences from fundamental
trends. The conflicting opiniens concerning Cuba fall into
three main categoriless

1. Those who oppose Castro's Miarxism-Leninism" and--
with or without reservations--support the poliaies of Ameril-
can Capitelism,

2. Those who--with or without reservatiens=--support the
Cestro regime and 1ts policles.

3. Those whe take an independent position and reject both
in favor of a non-totaslitarian revoluticnary solutlen.

In the first category, attitudes concerning Cuba range from
ultra-reactionary to liberal. The various tendencies in Ame-
rican Capltalist soclety are reflected in the varied policles
towerds Cuba. The reactionary capitalists demand an invasion
of Cube. Generally speaking, they favor the installaticn of
a puppet government a la Batista, which would restors Ameri-
can properties, protect American lnvestments and re-establish
open U.S. political dominatlon over the Cuban peeple.

The liberals referred to, favor reforms to emeliorate some of
the worst abuses of the Batista period and of unrestrained
U.S. economic imperialism. While opposed to outright inva-
sion they hope to achleve the same resulb by measures short

of war, such as ecomomlc blockade, encouragement of internal
opposition and U.S. support of a liberal-democratie Govern-
ment in Exile. By these messures they hope to win the support
of liberal Cubans and Letin Americans.

The many differences in emphasls and aprroach between these
liberals and the reactionaries are, in the final anslysis,
tactical. On questions of principle they are united. Their
object 1s to save capltalism, In one way or another. Those

who for any reason support American capitalist policy in Cuba
are in effect supporting a counter-revolution. Although a
government mway under some circumstances be mere or less libe-
ral, when threatened by a social revolution it is glways ecoun-
ter-revolutionary.

Wost of the pro-Castroltes would agree with our observaticns
about the counter-revolutionary nature of American 1mperialism,
but they do not conceed that Castro himself is the chief
gravedigger of the Cuban revolution. Ths tendencies in cate-
gory 2 range from these who are pro-Cormunist gnd pro-Castre
$0 those who profess not to approve of Communist totalita-
rianism but nevertheless still support Castro.

Marxlist-Leninlsts in general rezard the Cuban Kevolution as
the Latin American verslon of the Russilan Reveluticn. They
contend that the Russian, Chlnese and associated governments



are revolutionary, that Cuba belongs in the Communist bloc of
nations, and 1s therefore entitled to protsction. They do

not conslder Castro to be a prisonser of the Cemmunists or a
Communlst puppet, but a partner in the gorrunist family of
nations. They envision Cuba as the spearhead of the coming
Latin-American revolution. Given their basiec premise, that
Marxism-Leninism 1s revolutionary, thsir position is comple-
tely consistent. As anarchists, we do not accept this premise.

Totally illoglgal 1g the viewpoini of those who argue thst
Communist=totelitarienism ¢s rounter=reveluticnary, or other-
wlise undesirable, but who still support Castro--with or with-
out reservetions. They usually contend that T7.S. prlicy foreced
a reluctant Castre into the Conrmnist blea, Nevertheless,

they say, Castro must still be supported. In oblier words,
Castre was forced to benocme a counter-revolutionist!! Forced
to cheoese betwWeen two types of sounter-revolution hs ricked

the "Communist" variety.

Still others, like many early supporters of liao Tse Tung's
Chinese "agrarian reformers," assert that the Castro Revolu-
tlon 1s not a normmunist revolution. They say that 1t is
eéssentlally demooratic and uniquely Cuban. Castro is still
acnepted as the chief of the revolution. Although he must
temporarily make compromises with the Fastern power bloe, and
perhaps play one Gemmunist souniry against another, when the
right time comes, Castro will follow his revolutionary and
democratic course. For these reasons he must be helped.

Those who herld this viewpoint scannot prove that the Castro re-=
gime with its one party-state capltalist structure, 4iffers
fundamentally from the usual Bolshevik pattern. Castro has
openly declared that he 1s a "Narxlst-Leninist." He hes in-
corporated Cuba in the Totalitarian Communist blos. To be
conslstent all who support him should acknowledge their posi-
tioen to be essentially Marxist-Leninist.

There 1s a great difference between the motivations of those
who champion the Amerlean Imperialists and those who feel
that Castro's revolution is a sonilal revolution. The former
are frankly counter-revelutionary; the latter are inspired by
revoluticnary sentiments. But unfortunately, noble feelings
are no substitute for bitter realities. Despite good inten-
tions, these pro-Castroltes are 1n effect supporting counter-
revolution. T

The traditional anarchist concept, that N0 state or statist
form ean ever play a soclal-revolutionary role places the
Libertarian League, together with the Libertarian Movement of
Cuba end the International Libertarian Movement in general,
In the third category. We take an independent position for
the liberating soclal revolution of the GCuban people against
the Imperiallsms of both East and West.

Cuba has, under Castro and his friends, become in effeet an
outpost of Comrmunist imperialism in this hemisphere. Inter-
nal dlsputes among the Cuban leaders for more influencse in
the government in no way alters the fact that the Cuban Revo=-
lution has been betrayed by the Castro-Cormunist dletatorship,

®

Even 1f Castre had no sonnesction with the sommunist movement,
his dictatership cver the 26th of July movement, his mania

for personal rule, would lead inevitably to the establishment
of an independent totalitarian regime which might at best be
in the tradition of "beneveolent" Alictatorship such as Bis-
marnk, Peron, Nkrumah, and Nasser. Castrc was well on his way
to the establishment of a totalltarian government even before
he allowed the nommmunists to help him exercise powsr.

C. Wright Mills, & strong admirer of Castro, sdmitted that
Fidel wielded "virtually absolute power in Cubs." Whether he
is a prisconer of the Communists or a willing sollaberator, or
an independent dictator is relatively unimportant. What is
decisive is the fact that the Cuban revcluticn has followed
the economlc and political pattern of the "Commnist" coun-
ter-revoluticns of the State, first established when the Bol-
sheviks strangled the Russian Revelution of 1217,

BRoth the Eastern and Western power blens are narrying on the
cold wer a2t the expense of the unfertunate pecple of Cuba.

In addition to international interferenne, there exists a
perpetual INTERNAL ncnflict between the Cuban pecple and their
rulers. The rulers came to power with the ald of the people,
promlising political frecdAdom and eancnomin justice. Now they
rave irposed a feronious dictatorship more abscolute than Ba-
tista's. In the sonflict between rulers and ruled, oppres-
sors and oppressed, we, as libertarians, sre with the pecple
in thelr fight for freedom against internal and external go-
vernments. Those who rightfully denocunce any fnvasiocn of
Cuba by American Imperielism are honor bound teo eondemn with
equal vehemence the "Communist" invasion whish is already an
accomplished faent.

We are against the totalitarian diectatership thst is strang-
ling the revelutionary aspirations of the Cuban people. We
oppese all types of military, politinal, or encnomic inva-
sion of Cubs by elther power blon,

The overwhelming majority of the Cuban people desire and
strive for a new revolution. They want to establish a social
order where liberty and respeot for individual and eecllentive
rights will prevail. But the workers and peasants of Cuba
can anhleve their sosiagl revolution only when the workers in
both bloas prevent thelr governments from intervening.

We are convineed thet the line of total revolutlonary astion
is the only viable way for the Cubsn veople to re-conguer
their lost freedom and liquidste the present Adistatorship.
They must learn the methods cof struggle of the Irish Republi-
cans, the Jewlsh secret army of Israel, the Cypriot patriots
and the Algerlan Resistance movement. Thess methods must be
alapted to Cubsan conditions. There mst be a guerrilla war
of attritien to wesr down, exhsust and, finally, overthrow
the dintatorship.

Our Cuban comrades feel that the main task 1s to agree to a
plan of united astion whieh will bring about the Aestrustion
of the Castro-Commnist diectatorship. Whille they are pre-

pared to fight with all sincere lcovers of freedom for common



objentives, they intend to maintain thelr own identity as
libertarisns gnd will not collaborate with the power-hungry
politiecians whe eontinually plan the ereaticn of "Governments
in Exile" or "Governments in the Undergrouni."

S PRISONS
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As befits proletarian revolutionists, the Libertarians of
Cubga were among the first to raise the banner of opposition
to the totalitarian take-over by the Communists and the son-
version into counter-revolution of the Castro regime. They
are today in the forefront of the struggle to overthrow what
has become the worst poliscs state in this hemisphere.

Just as under the Batista regime, many of those known to the
police have had to flee their homeland. Some have suffered
death and imprisonment while others continue the underground
struggle along with the best elements of the old 26th of July
Movement and the Revolutionary Directorate, whose original
cadres are now largely in the opposition.

Among the thousands at present in Casiro's prisons are the
following Libertarian comrades:

PLACIDO MENDEZ is a bus driver. Was several times imprisoned
and tortured under Batista and was finally forced into exile
to escape further persecution. He returned sesretly to Cuba
in 1958, joined the Rebel Army and fought in the Sierra del
Escapmbray. After the tyrant's fall, he returned to sivilian
life and resumed active work in his union. For years pre-
viously he had fought the communists in the union, and now
with offiocial help his o0ld1 opponents took over the organiza-
tion. As an anti-communist he was arrested and sentenced to
12 years at hard labor in the Isle of Pines penitentiary.

AIBERTO GARCIA like many other militants of our movement
fought against Batista and jolned the 26th of July Movement.
He was elected General Seqretary of the Industrial Department
of the Medlcal Workers Federation. For opposing communist
domination of his union he was selized and sentensed to

30 years imprisonment.

JOSE ACENA was a worker st La Polar Brewsry. He 1s a veteran
anarchlist with 30 years of activity behind him. He joined the
26th of July Movement when it was founded and became treasu-
rer of its Habana provinecial organization. When he complained
personally to Fidel Castro about the growing influence of the
cormunists the secret police started dogging his footsteps.

Ee 1s now impriscned on the Isle of Pines with a sentence

of twenty years.

LUIS MIGUEL LINSUAIN fought against Batista in the Sierra
Cristal under the command of Fidel's brother Raul. He won a

lieutenancy in the Rebel Army. After the revolution he was
elected Secretary of the Foodworkers Union of Oriente Pro-
vince and had a violent argument with Raul Castro about the
communist take-over of the unions. At first charged with
plotting to kill Raul, he was later held without known char-
ges and so far as 1s known no trial has been held,

ANTONIO DAGAS 1s a worker in the moving pleture industry., EHe
1s en anarchist veteran of the Spanish Revolution who went to
Cuba in the early 1940's, Fought in the Cuban Revolution,
after having been long active in the anti-Batista under-
ground, For opposing the gounter-revolution of the commi=
nists, he was arrested and has been held many months without
trial in La Cabana Prison.

AQUILES IGLESIAS is a qualified agronomist who worked with
the Ministry of Agriculture after Batista's fall. He had
been in exile during the Batista tyranny and from Mexico
helped organize revolutionary expeditions to Cuba. He broke
with Castro when the Stalinist influence became dominant. He

is now in prison and is reported to have received g very
long sentence.

SANDALIO TORRES 1s a construction worker of peasant origin,

He fought in the underground against Batista. For speaking

agalnst the communists he was imprisoned in 1961. Now held

in Pinar del Rio. Four times he has faced a firing squad to
forece a "confession" implicating others.
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COLLABORATORS OF BATISTA o -
esessseseeesssssssms 1N CASTRO’S GOVERNMENT

During the first period of Fulgencio Batista's rule, Wall
Street's Cuban stooge was aided by the Communists whom he
helped get control of the €Confederation of Labor. The funds
for establishing the communist newspaper "Hoy" were supplied
by Bully Boy Batista and its columns contained flowery pane-
gyrics dedicated to him,

Today, while thousands of Batista's old enemies languish in
Cuban jalls, many of the 0ld tyrant's erstwhile sollaborators
are prominent in his successor's so-salled Revolutionary
government. Among these who have served both dictators

are the followings E'E
BLAS ROCA has been General Secretary of the Popular Socialist
(Communist) Party since 1938. He was a olose associaste and
political ally of Batista and 1t was he who worked out the
original coallitlon. In 1944 he was elected Deputy to the Cu-
ban Congress under Batista. He 1s now a member of the Execu-
tive Committee of the ORI (Integrated Revolutionary Organi-
zation) headed by Fidel Castro. Roca is sonsidered by maeny
as the real head of the Cuban government. At the very least,
he shares joint econtrol with Fidel, and makes frequent jour-
neys to Moscow, where he represented Castro's Cuba at the
XXITI Congress of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union.



CARLOS RAFAEL RODRIGUEZ--Theoretician of the P.S.P. Up to a
few years ago a falthful friend of Batista, by whom he was
neamed a cabinet minister in 1942. Appointed by Castro as
Director of the National Institute of Agrarian Reform (INRA).

JUAN MARINELLO--President of the Popular Sonlalist Party. 1Is
another old friend of Batista, in whose government he served.
He rsn for mayor of Hebana on the Batista-Communist ticket.
Appointed by Castro as Rector of the University of Habana.

LAZARO PENA--Veteran P.S.P. member, appointed by Batista in
1939 to head the Cuban Confederation of Labor (CTC). Pena
1s again the strong man of the CTC.

JOAQUIN ORDOQUI--High-ranking communist offiecial, nlose
collaborator of Batista, sppointed by Castro to command the
so=-galled "Revolutionary Militias."

EDUARDO SANTOS RIOS--Member of the P.S.P. exesutive in Oriente
Province. Was under Batlsta sub-diresctor of the Agricultural
and Industrial Bank. He is now teochnisal director of the
National Institute of Agrarian Reform (INRA). aE

OSCAR PINO SANTOS--Director of Public Relations of Batista's
Central Economiec Board until the fall of Batista. Today he
is Castro's Ambassador to Red China.

BOOK REVIEWS

THE KRONSTADT REBELLION, by Emanuel Pollack. New York, Philo-
sophical Library, .1959. $3. Order directly from the pub-
lishers - 15 East 40th St., New York City

This short work deals with the decision of the soldiers, sal-
lors, and workers of the fortress-city of Kronstadt tc elect
a free Soviet and declare for freedom of speeah, freedom of
the press, and the end of the dictatorship of the Commmunist
Party. It documents the angry response of the Lenin-Trotsky
bureaucracy--first the Machiavellian lies, then the suacess-
ful attank, culminating in the »rutal slaughter of 18,000,

The Kronstadters asked, "All power to the Soviets and not to
the parties." Though remaining pro-communist and pro-Soviet,
they were immedlately denounced by the power-grasping Belshe-
viks as "tools of former tsarist generals who together with

Socielist-Revolutionary traitors steged a sounter-revolution-
ary conspiracy against the proletarian Republis." "The work
of Entente interventionists and French spies;" "resolutions

breathing the spirit of the Black Hundreds;" "made in Paris
and organized by the French Secret Servine;" ete., eta.

After the suppression of the Kronstadters, Lenin, st the Tenth
All-Russian Congress of the Communist Party, belatedly let
the cat out of the bag: "The Kronstadt men did not really
want the counter-revolutionists, BUT NEITHER DID THEY WANT US."

This book, while perhaps adequate as a popular, short intro-
duction to the Kronstadt events, has several weaknesses.
Firstly, there are a number of historical errors that would
not be expected of a member of the faculty of the New School.
Makhno's anarchist force in the Ukraine was not "A counter-
revelutionary movement of middle~income peasants (kulaks)"
(p. 89); the Russian anarchists were not organized in a poli-
tleal party (p. viii); most of the rebels did not belong to
the Communist Party (p. viii). Pollack also confuses the na-
ture of the NEP, calling it the fulfillment of Kronstadt's
economlic demands.

The work is also marred by a childish, stereotyped anti-comm -
nism,

A mich fuller understanding of the meaning of Kronstadt may
be had in examining Chapter V ("Kronstadt®") of D. Fedotoff
White's "The Growth of the Red Army" and the first half of
the anarghist Voline's "The Unknown Revolution" (available
from the Libertarian League at $3,50).

Fully placing the revolt in 1ts historlcal context (which
Pollack only begins to do), these far better than Pollack
answer the Bolshevik lies and convey the inspiring enthusigsm
and the libertarian sentiments of the Kronstadt revolutionists.

THE WORKERS OPPOSITION by Alsxandra Kollontai (a SOLIDARITY

pamphlet. 70 pages including notes--published in England
and available from the Libertarian League at 35 cents)

D. S.

This pamphlet, written by one of the leaders of the Workers
Opposition, draws attention to the forces whinsh saused the
degeneration of the Russlan Revolution. Tt glves the 1lie to
the Trotskyite contention that this degeneration began short-
ly before Lenin died. It proves that Lenin, Trotsky and Co.
engineered the usurpgtion of power by the Cormunist Party
and established the Communist State controlled by them.

The Workers Opposition, a fastion within the Communist Party,
fought for colleative rather thmm one-men management of
industry. A sample of the Bolshevik buresucracy's response
1s this by Trotsky, the butcher of Kronstadts

"They have come out wi th dangerous slogans. They have
made a fetish of democratie prineciples. They have
placed the workers!' right to elect representatives
ebove the Party. As if the Party were not entitled to
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assert 1ts dictatorship even 1f that diatatorship tem-

porarily clashed with the passing moods of the workers'

democracy!"

This and cother opposition movements were active between 1919

and 1921 when the dictatorship had not yet fully consolidated

1tself and there was still a channe for the oppositio

exert pressure. These movements tried to resEEe t;e 25331u-
tlon from its self-gppointed saviours., The opposition was
orushed., The triumphant counter-revolution set the pattern
for all the "rightist" totalitariasn counter-revolutions in
Italy, Germany and Spain as well as the "leftist" totalita-

rian counter-revolutions in Faster
T e n Burope, China, Afrisg,

This basis dooument, issued more th

ner Issne 1C an forty years ago and
long out of print, is stil1l timely. The pubgisher %as per-
formed a great service in making it avallable,

oercfosmmaipes]

THE CHINESE ANARCHIST MOVEMENT, by Robert A. Scalapino and
George T. Yu. (Center for Chiness Studies. University of
California, Berkeley, Calif., 1961, Paperbank--81 pages.
Price, $1. Order direct from the publisher)

The authors point out that no adeguate understanding of the
social movements that helped break down the narrow traditio=-
nalism which prevented China from stepping inteo the modern
age 1s possible without an understanding of the part played
by the Anarchist movement. The intellestual vanguard which
pioneered radical western ideas in China were Anarshists or
were influenced by Anarchist ideas. Scalapine and Yu say,

"Anarchism preceeded Karxism in Northeast Asia as the
predominant radiecal expression of the westernized in-
tellectual, Between 1905 and 1920 anarchlst thought
was a vital part of the intellectual protest movement
In both Japan and China. Indeed, in many respects, it
possessed the coveted symbol among intelleatuels of
beling the most sclentific, the most progressive, the
most futuristin of all political creeds.”

For example, Sun Yat-sen, and even Chisng Xail-shek and Mao
Tse=-tung read the works of Western ansrchists in Chinese
translation. After the Boxer Rebellion of 1899-1S00 the
decaying Manchu government was forced to make contact with
Western culture and therefore subsidized students for study
abroad. At the same time the government hoped thereby to get
rid of the dissidents. Mest of the students went to Tokyo
and Paris where there were large and vigorous anarchist move-
ments. The intellectuals were attranted to Anarnhism because
they had unconsciously absorbed the libertarian ideas of the
classical Chinese philosophers. When the Manchu government
cut off the subsidies to students, the Chinese Anarchists
organized sn intricate network of mutual aid soocleties. It
was the Chinese Anarchist movement that pioneered the Work
Study and other movements, esteblished cooperative sehools
and spread Western culture all over China. The Chinese Anar-
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chist organizations inside of China rcooperated wlth their
exiled ccmrades in this vast end often dangerous astivity.

The authors of this valuable werk ascribe the decline of the
Chinese Anarshist movement not only to external circumstances,
put also to taectieal and Adoctrinal errors. Some of their
oriticisms are valid while others do not appear well founded,
to this reviewer.

W,
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Bl SHELDON DERETCHIN 1933-1962

Members and sympathizers of the Libertarian League, the I.W.W.
and the Committee for a General Strike for Peace have been
saddened to learn of the death of Shel Deretchin.

Though many of his friends did not know it, nor d1ld he want
them to know, he was a vietim of diabetes, and didé not have
long to live. He hed suffered from this illness since a small
child, and the disease had run its course, in its recent years
threatening to take away all of his sight.

He knew that he was doomed, snd yet it did not keep him from
having a little fun and faeing life with a bit of dash. This
may even have explained his abruptness with people, whish we
feel was en expression of his dignity and self-reliance.

Often I would see him set out into the crowd with those boy-
like eyes, that uplifted chin with a cigarette rakishly set in
the corner of his mouth, as he walked on with an almest mili-
tary stride.

Near the end, his eyes failed him, and he could not distin-

guish colors or reed street signs. It became virtually im-

possible for him to work. To these were added@ other trials.
Then he began to have long periocds when an air of melancholy
hung sbout him, His attitude became more gentle.

Surely, he could not eat his presecribed diet out of the kind
of rellef wages the state meted out to him, and when he tried
to turn himself into the hospital for treatment, it was seve-
ral times denied him, because he had walked in.

Shel had been a faithful attendant st meetings and forums.
He had also handled most of the terhnleal fastors in getting
"Views and Comments" printed. His death leaves many gaps.

B.B.



® “HOMO SOVIETICUS”
COMES OF AGE

The Kremlin and its apologists abroad boast that Russia's
"progressing" social system is superlor to decadent capita-
lism. It is oclaimed that the erime and corruption whieh in-
fect capitaslist soclety and produce ruthless individuals (who
gratlify thelr sick egos by scommitting violence agalinst their
fellow men) are pracstically nonexistent in the Soviet Union.
In the USSR achlevements in the field of science are suppo-
sedly being duplicated in the field of "human englneering."

In addition to Sputniks, the planners also alaim to be develo-
ping "Homo Sovieticus," the new and better "Soviet Man."

However, an impressive amount of evidenne taken from Soviet
sources proves that there is at least as much soclal and in-
dividual corruption under Russian State "Socilalism" as there
1s under private capitalism or the Welfare State.

E. Delimars, in a remarkable article that appeared in ESTE &

OESTE (Paris, November 20, 1962), desoribes a typlcal case of
the type of corruption and erime to be found in the "Workers

Fatherland." His sources are: IZVESTIA, June 10, 21, and 23,
1961; and KOMSOMOLSKAYA PRAVDA (Communist Party youth organ),
May 5, 30, and June 23, 1961.

Gangs of hooligans known as "Black Blouses" are surrently a

ma jor problem in the USSR. Publies drunkeness, nosturnal dis-
order, muggings, etc. are daily ococurrensces. Sinsce the police
were unable to cope with the spreading violence, the suthori-
ties felt forced to oreate in 1958 a nationwlde network of
voluntary detachments consisting msinly of Komsomols (young
communists) to help the polige maintain order. The duties

of these junior cops is to seize and take law breakers to the
police station and "to rehabilitate potentlal delinguents by
example and education."

The numerical strength of these detachments indicates the ex-
tent of the problem. To illustrate: as of 1960 there were 1in
Leningrad and suburbs 1,327 detachments with 90,000 volun-
teers, in the Ukralne 23,000 detachments, and in Kazakh-

stan 4,000 detachments.,

Unfortunately, the volunteers are in many instances as bad

as the hoolligans and create additional oppression and perse-
gution for the populace. For example: the sity of Nikolaev
(population 226,000) in the Ukraine has had sush volunteer
detachments sinece 1958. The volunteers terrorized the clty's
people. Repeated protests to the authorities and letters to
KOMSOMOLSKAYA PRAVDA were at first ignored. Finally, in the
autumn of 1960, D. Novopliansky, one of the editors of KOM-
SOMOLSKAYA PRAVDA, went to Nikolasev and made an investiga-
tion which 1led to the trial of some of the gullty parties.

This trial revealed the following situation: That the Niko-
laev city authorities had deliberately shielded the defen-
dants, delaying the trial for 7 months, Oatober 1960

to May 1961.
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The engineer Zassoukhine had been preparing to televise s
football gams. A number of voluntsers, wearing red armbands,
interfered with his work. When Zassoukhine questioned their
right to do so, he was seized and taken to the acormander of
the detachment, Mednik. While the latter's assistants held
the engineer, Mednik rained blows on his face and head. A
youth of 18, who protested when Mednlk molested him, was se-
verely beaten. Dirt was rubbed over his clothes, to meske the
dooctor think that the youth had fallen acalidentally while
running. An elderly carpenter was unjustly detsined and bea-
ten by Mednik. When he protested to the local authorities
Mednik was cleared by them. His superior, Yachtschenko, seqg-
retary of the Urban City Bureau of the Party, defended

his subordinate.

Mednik and his second in sommand, Chapochnikov, were not sat-
isfied to hunt alleged hooligans. They appointed themselves

guardians of public morality. These volunteer cops made mid-
night raids on private homes, looking for "wayward girls,"

If a girl went to a restaurant with her boy friend, they were
admitted only when they showed a permit signed by Mednik.

Mednik compiled a private dossier, with photographs and per-
sonal histories of girls and women and the volunteers took
pPleasure in adding to the gollection. The women and girls
in the dossier were honest workers who head incurred Mednik's
displeasure. He and his volunteers foraed girls to submit
to them sexually, by threats and intimidation.

The young engineser Doudarev, arrested by the voluntsers for
"d1sturbing the peace” while boarding a taxi was beaten to
death by Mednlk and consorts. To conceal their orime, the
volunteers, in sahoots with the authorities, destroyed the
records of Doudarev's arrest, his passport and all other in-
oeriminating documents. The defendants then declared in court
that they had never seen or heard of Doudarev.:

A gang of twenty volunteers commanded by Chapogchnikov gssaul-
ted the mechanis Magarev. An emergency operation was ne-
cessary to save his 1life. Many other workers were beaten

by this gang of legal hooligans. Often the viotims were then
forced to sign statements absolving the volunteers of all
responsibility.

These orimes sould not have been committed without the com=-
plicity of the highest Party, police, and administrative
offiecials of Nikolaev. Both the President of the Muniaipal
Exeoutive Committee and the President of the Party's city
committee shielded the oriminals. They made Mednik an offi-
clal guardian of Public Order, a species of super-detective.
Mednik was on two payrolls. TUnder a false name he was

get ting wages from the Nossenko Shipyard, and from the oity
as "Direator of Beaches." In addition he collected a cash
subsidy for the support of his "siok" mother, who had been
dead for 18 years!

The Supreme Tribunal of the Ukraine sentenced Mednik to 15
Years imprisonment; his assistant Chapochnikov got five
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years. In effect,those found guilty were agents of the
highest local authority. But just as in the nasty capita-
list West, influence counts, and the real blg shots were not
even Jalled. Despite thelr crimes they were allowed to re-
tain their party membership with gentle slaps on the wrist.
Such are the people who--46 years after the Ootober Revolu-
tlon--are supposed to incorporate all the sterling virtues
of the new "Soviet Man." G. Hu
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NICHOLAS STOINOFF The grand old man of the Bulgarian

anarchist movement has died. Nigho-

— las Stoinoff had turned the century

merk a few weeks before his death.
He had been the first conscientious

December 19, 1862 - objector and the first revolutionary
— February 4, 1963

syndicalist in his sountry.

He was born in the sity of Shumen of
a peasant and artisan family. At .
the age of 17 he became a school )
teacher and later formed the General
Teachers Union through which he or-
ganized a general strike of teachers
against the monopolization of edusa-
tion by the State.

Comraede Stoilnoff was antive in the
creation of a "Peoples University"
to bring culture and knowledge to

the darkest ascrners of his native

land with night aourses for adults
as well as other activities.

From his earliest youth, he had been
hounded by the poline of each succes-
sive government, being often inecar-
cerated and also foreed te work in
the underground for long periods.

He was one of the most active mili-
tants of the Bulgarian Anarcho-
Comminist movement. With equal in-
transigeance he opposed the fascist
government established in 1923 and
the Stalinist regime imposed by
Russian bayonets in 1944,

Our comrade Stoinoff has left us the
kind of nokle example which gives us
the courage to live and persist in
the struggle for the new world of
which he, through his integrity, al-

IR r o= 1y forned & part.

R.B.






